NEWSLETTER - JULY TO SEPTEMBER' 2018

Mohanam was opened in 2001, The name Mohanam comes from one of the
most harmonious ragas of Classical Indian Music, a raga being a musical
melody aimed at creating a certain mood and state of mind. The Mohanam
raga evokes the power of fulfillment of our aspiration for beauty and harmony.
The Mission
To act as a bridge between Auroville and its surrounding villages and to keep
alive the local rural Tamil cultural heritage.
Mohanam wants to be a youthful, vibrant community centre that helps to
revitalize the rich village traditions of Tamil Nadu. We believe that in the rush
towards modernization it is important to recognize and appreciate our past and
its potential to function as a foundation for building a brighter future for all, one
where the divine force within each one of us may unfold.
Puducherry Palmyra festival:
On 19 July Puducherry Tourism and
Mohanam jointly organized the
Puducherry Palmyra festival 2018.
Mohanam created this concept to
celebrate the seasonal festival and
the local member of the Legislative
Assembly, Mr. Thiru Jayamoorthy,
MLA,
inaugurated
the
event.
Government officials from the
Department
of
Tourism,
the
Department of Culture, and an
official from the District Industries
Centre came to be part of the
Murungapakkam live Art and Craft
Festival.

In this program we launched Youth
Voice Magazine and Youth Helpline
in front of kavinar: Meenkshi from
Ilainakal Education Centre and
Manohar from Mohanam Village
Heritage Centre. AIAT students and
Mohanam youth performed music.
Seminar on Kaduveli Siddhar:

There were ten beautiful stalls
attracting visitors to this eco-friendly
and creative product, for example
palmyra food, palmyra value added
products, palmyra crafts, palmyra
vandhi etc. The palmyra tree is
highly respected because all its parts
can be used. To create a good
atmosphere for the visitors we built a
palm market hut, a palm creative
statue.

The festival happened over seven
days with a different activity each
day,
for
example
cultural
performances and games. The
cultural performance from South
Zone Cultural Centre had teams
participating from various states:
Andhra
Pradesh,
Karnataka,
Puducherry. The visitors enjoyed the
cultural
performance
and
professional dancers. As part of the
cultural
demonstration,
the
Mohanam
music
troupe
also
performed; our young artists wore
traditional palm leaf costumes and
makeup like the tribal people.

On 8 September we organized a
one-hour seminar on Kaduveli
Siddhar, at the 7th century Shiva
temple in Irumbai, exploring the life
and Siddhaisim of Kaduveli Siddhar.
We explored the local legend that led
to desertification in the past and
forestation by Aurovillians, and the
bioregion named after him. We will
study the local causes, the local
geography and other aspects that
led to the environmental degradation
in the past and how we can prevent
a re-occurrence. We read the poem
written by Kaduveli Sidhhar.

We organized this seminar especially
for local school children to learn local
history.
The
speeches
about
Kaduveli Siddhar and the history of
this region were delivered by Mr.
Arunan, Mr, Anandou and Mr. Bala.
Our
executive,
Mr.
Manohar,
honored the faculty. The participation
from Edyanchavady Middle School
children and Auroville guests totaled
around
35.

After the seminar we cleaned the
temple to create awareness for the
visitors and local community to kept
clean the temple; we collected six
bags of plastic.

World Cleanup day:
Every day 100 people attended the
palmyra event and on the final day
more than 200 children came to the
event. We created awareness and
education of the palmyra values for
them.
One Village Craft:
On 19 July Puducherry Tourism and
Mohanam jointly organized the
Innovative Festival. The local
member of the Legislative Assembly,
Mr.
Thiru
Jayamoorty,
MLA,
inaugurated the event. Government
officials from the Department of
Tourism, the Department of Culture,
and an official from the District
Industries Centre came to be part of
the event. There were fourteen stalls
and a demonstration block for the
visitors to see live demonstrations of
the products.
The Director of Tourism requested
that Mohanam display the One
Village craft products at the
Murungapakkam live Art and Craft
Festival so we displayed One Village
craft paper products, hammocks,
bamboo musical instruments and
ceramic products. It was a good
opportunity to share our values and
skills and there were many people
who visited and appreciated our
products.

On 15 September the world was
united for one massive cleanup,
involving over 13 million volunteers
in
144
countries.
Ecoservice
organized this event in Auroville. The
Mohanam
youth
space
team
involved the northwest side of
Auroville and we invited all the
residents of Auroville and units to
participate in this event; the total
participation from ourside 216. We
started at 8am from Isaiambalam
School and finished at 10.30am at
Ecoservice; we collected two load
carriers of waste and separated it
into plastic, bottles and mixed waste.
Challenges & Opportunities:

Mohanam Apprentice training:
Mohanam recently hired two young
part-time trainees for art and cultural
education activities as part of the
Mohanam apprentice program. The
apprentices’ names are Sivaprakash
and Durai Bharathy. We are
empowering them to start evening
school, lead the art class and the
music troupe so they can teach our
next generation what they are
learning here. They are studying
bachelor degrees at RAAK College
at Puducherry, after which they come
to Mohanam to be involved in
various activities.
Open discussion:
L.G. advised us to coordinate local
NGOs with NGO Darban for an open
discussion
over health-related
activity there. Many NGOs are
already doing this independently and
there were many NGOs represented
from Puducherry.

The deputy Director requested that
we do an awareness program on the
prevention of health issues. Two
representatives
from
Mohanam
shared what we have done so far in
partnership with Auroville Village
Action Group in the prevention of
Dengue fever, giving Auyurvedic
medicine to ten different villages. It
was a good opportunity to share our
activity and we had good interaction
with educated higher officers there.
There were 90 participants as part of
the open discussion.
International
celebration:

Youth

Day

On 11 August Mohanam Youth
Space and Ilainarkal Education
Centre
jointly
organized
an
international youth day celebration at
Ilainarkal Education Centre and
invited youth from Auroville and the
Bioregion. We discussed and shared
the topics in front of 35 youth around
Auroville.

Dr. llango, principal of Tagore Arts
and Science College, shared what
the challenges are that youth are
facing
now
and
what
the
opportunities are that are available to
them and how to engage with them.
The youth listened and interacted
with him. Mr. Baskar, officer from
Puducherry, interacted with the youth
about gender equality. And Mr.
Arthanari Sivam expressed his
experience to the youth and gave
many examples through songs and
history.

Puducherry Tourism Department
organized a one-day seminar on
‘Challenges & Opportunities for
Puducherry
Tourism’
on
20
September from 9.30am to 5.00pm
at Hotel The Sunway Manor. The
experts in Sustainable Tourism and
ECO-Tourism presented and had a
panel discussion. Furthermore, this
department prepared a draft tourism
policy
and
adventure
tourism
guidelines, which was showcased.
Mohanam, as prime stakeholder of
the Industry, participated along with
our team – Balu, Dhanya, Murugan
and Anand – in the seminar and it
was a good opportunity for us to
develop our activity.
Marutham
School)

Iravu

Pali

(Evening

Marutham night tuition is a place for
night studies for the school children
who are experiencing difficulties in
their studies. In our area this is the
only tuition to take up the student
skills, talents and their creations.

Our tuition strength is 30 and we
separate the students as per the
class order and focus on each
student individually. Our staff treat
these students in a kind manner as
they build their mindset for serious
concentration on their studies. We
are very strict in their basic
knowledge so if anyone doesn’t
know the basics like alphabets,
numbers and tables they are to first
read and memorize these things
from their books.

We try to improve the students’
knowledge and encourage them to
interact and communicate with new
people to improve confidence and
develop their speech quality. Every
Saturday we have a one-hour class
and the remaining one hour we
spend on craft activities and other
creations.

Community Kindergarten
Teaching Plant Names:

Ganesh Chathurthi Celebration:

Children learn and develop new
skills through activities with plants
and
the
natural
environment.
Children learn to name and identify
the common plants in our local
environment. They learn the types of
plants and the structure of the plants,
including the flowers, fruits, stems
etc.
Children integrate their learning
through using their imagination in
drawing and coloring as well and
engaging with nature through feeling
and touching.
Fun play with Tamizh alphabet:
This is one of the our favorite ways
to teach our little ones how to
remember and identify the letters
through fun games. We help the
children learn the Tamizh alphabet
by their jumping in each box and
saying each letter out loud as they
jump. By this children are very happy
and having so much fun.

Ganesh Chathurthi is celebrated as
the birthday of Lord Ganesha. On 12
September all the children came to
school in colorful dress and we
celebrated Ganesh pooja with lots of
fun, dancing and singing of the
Ganesha slogan. The older children
made Ganesha postcards with the
help of their teachers and these were
given to the children after the pooja
to take home. After the pooja we
offered prasadam to all the children.
Health Camp:

Independence Day:

Independence Day is celebrated
every year on 15 August with our
kindergarten children. The village
elder hoisted the flag and all the
children and teachers saluted the
flag and sang the national anthem.
At the end of the ceremony sweets
were distributed amongst the
students and parents.

On 17 September a health camp, led
by PIMS Hospital, was organized
from our kindergarten for all the
children. A team of eleven people,
including doctors and technicians,
gave the counseling and treatments
for the children.

Story workshop:

On16 August Isaiambalam School
organized a workshop on story
telling, led by Geetha. All our
teachers
participated
in
this
workshop, which is inspired by the
team. We had an opportunity to
understand how to tell a story to
children through voice modulation,
imagination, picture thinking and
creativeness.

The first session started with a
practical class on health and hygiene
for all the parents and children. In
this session they explained the
proper way to wash hands and
encouraged feeding healthy food to
children. Free medicines were
provided on the doctor’s advise.
This camp was very useful to all the
parents and also benefited 77
children.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO DONATE
The contribution of Auroville, the parents and the participants it is not enough to
cover all the costs of our program. Without the financial support of our sponsors we
would not be able to offer this rich variety of programs.
HERE’S HOW
The easiest and simplest way to transfer money is by “SWIFT” (electronic transfer) from
anywhere. Go to your bank and give them the following information, with your donation.
SWIFT CODE: SBININBB474
Account with State Bank of India, Auroville
International Township Branch, Kuilapalayam,
Auroville – 605 101 –India
Branch code:03160
Name of the Account Holder: Auroville Unity Fund
Account No: 10237876508
Purpose: Mohanam Cultural Centre
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