NEWSLETTER - OCTOBER TO DECEMBER' 2018

HAPPY NEW YEAR
May all your dreams and wishes come true, and may prosperity touch your feet.
Wishing you a Happy New Year. May each day of the New year bring you luck, joy,
happiness and prosperity. Wishing you and your family a Happy New Year.!
... An outer ac vity as well as an inner change is needed and it must be at once a
spiritual, cultural, educa onal, social and economical ac on" - Sri Aurobindo
A rela onship that is not only cordial but friendly with the inhabitants of the
neighboring village is absolutely indispensable. For the realiza on of Auroville the
ﬁrst step is to establish a true human fraternity — any shortcoming in this regard is a
grave mistake which can compromise the whole work. My blessings are with all
sincere eﬀort towards harmony.
The school should be an opportunity for progress for the teacher as well as for the
student. Each one should have the freedom to develop freely.
- The Mother
______________________________________________________________________
Mohanam was opened in 2001, The name Mohanam comes from one of the
most harmonious ragas of Classical Indian Music, a raga being a musical
melody aimed at creating a certain mood and state of mind. The Mohanam
raga evokes the power of fulfillment of our aspiration for beauty and harmony.
The Mission
To act as a bridge between Auroville and its surrounding villages and to keep
alive the local rural Tamil cultural heritage.
Mohanam wants to be a youthful, vibrant community centre that helps to
revitalize the rich village traditions of Tamil Nadu. We believe that in the rush
towards modernization it is important to recognize and appreciate our past and
its potential to function as a foundation for building a brighter future for all, one
where the divine force within each one of us may unfold.
Kanavu
(Dream):
children to dream

Inspiring

The Kanavu (Dream) program is a
special
initiative
planned
and
undertaken by the Mohanam team
with the intention to inspire a better
understanding of Auroville and its
activities amongst the children of age
8 to 16, mostly coming from the 20
schools in and around Auroville
Township. Aim of this project is to
make young children of nearby
village schools familiar with the
ideals and the goals of the Aurovile
project to help them understand the
“Dream” and how they can be part of
it.
First we started with Edayanchavady
school: we brought them to the
Matrimandir inner chamber and
gardens
and
gave
a
brief
introduction about Mother’s Dream;
after that we brought them to Savitri
bhavan
where
Dhanalakshmi
explained about the Mother, Sri
Aurobindo & Savitri. The children
could admire the Savitri-inspired
paintings, and the photo-story of
Mother’s and Sri Aurobindo lives.
After that we went with them to
Mohanam campus and we asked
them what they had learned about
Auroville and what were the things
that most inspired them during the
visit. We guided them to a silence
walk around the campus and
collected leaves, stones and dry
branches to make a mandala
together in a circle and they shared
about collective dream about their
village and Auroville.

At the moment we have completed
visits with three schools and the
coming month we will carry on with
further 17 schools.
All the children and teachers were
very happy and felt very interested,
specially because they visited
Matrimandir inner chamber for the
first time.

Irumbai well being class:

On 22th of June Mohanam initiated
a yoga learning class for all age
groups at Irumbai Shiva temple.
There were 47 children participating
from local village. The yoga class is
happening every Sunday morning 7
to 8 am. It is a great opportunity to
learn well-being activity. Our young
generation needs to get awareness.
Yoga Performance:

On 1st of December Mohanam
organized children’s day celebrations
at Mohanam. Our irumbai yoga
learning centre students did a
wonderful yoga performance during
a children’s day celebration in
Mohanam. The parents were all very
happy to see their children
performance.
Amathikural Vattam - Voice of
Peace:

On the first Saturday of every month,
Ilaignarkal Education Centre hosts a
“Voice of Peace” session. Elders
from the bio-region come to share
their knowledge and experience with
local youth. Mohanam hosted the
“Voice of Peace” at our New Campus
on 1st of December’18. And we
welcomed around 15 youth and
elders from the bio-region and
Auroville. In this program each one
shares their working experience.
Mrs. Arivan from Thazhi foundation
talked about culture and heritage
and also shared experience of old
coin exhibition done for schools. It
was a beautiful experience for all.
Children's day Celebration:

Tourism Director visits our new
campus:

On 20th October the Puducherry
Director of Tourism, the Architect and
Mohanam team came to visit
Mohanam Village Heritage Centre.
They came to see the progress
we’ve made so far in the
construction of buildings for our new
campus, which has been partially
funded by the Government of
Puducherry. The visitors were
impressed, and the Director of
Tourism suggested to finish by the
end of the year: he suggested to
architect to finished the basic
requirement. From the
architect
there was a request for the balance
money to finish the first phase
requirement according to the plan.
We are planning to inaugurate on
February.
Outreach School Activity:

Every Wednesday and Saturday
Mohanam youth meet to share Tamil
art and culture. These are youth who
grew up participating in Mohanam’s
cultural
heritage
preservation
projects, and now they are sharing
what they learned with youth from
the bioregion. They teach folk music
and folk dancing, and there has been
a great response among school
children.
Weekend Art Activity:
Every Saturday and Sunday, we host
some kind of art activity at Mohanam
and Irumbai
and Alankuppam
village. Youth from Alankuppam,
Sanjeevinagar,
Kottakarai
,
Annainagar and Nesal come to learn
music, classical dance, kolattam,
Thappattam, Kuchiattam and Yoga.
They gain insight into the ancient
Tamil traditions and art forms, and
they are empowered by experiences
of the richness and depth of their
heritage.

In Mohanam we have a Marutham
night tuition is a place for night
studies for the school children who
are experiencing difficulties in their
studies. In our area this is the only
tuition to take up the student skills,
talents and their creations.
Our tuition’s strength is 30 and we
separate the students per class
order and focus on each student
individually. We try to improve the
students’ knowledge and encourage
them to interact and communicate
with new people to improve
confidence and develop their speech
quality.
We celebrated the children day on
the 1st December ’18. Children and
parents participated together in the
celebration. And our youth arranged
the children performance. The
IRUMBAI yoga students and their
parents also participated. Our youth
team stood for the last in the
scenario and they involved a lot for
this program. We prepared our
tuition children for the program.
These program helps our children to
encourage themselves, they perform
in every stage without fear.
In this celebration our art class,
irumbai yoga and tuition children
performed cultural program (Drama,
Dance, singing, speech and etc..)

Our tuition children love to be the
part of this program and also the
feedback from the parent side and
from the outside was positive. The
Parents are happy with this program
which is conducted for their children.
From the outside, comments about
our MARUTHAM IRAVU PALLI were
very good. Our tuition staffs and
supporters gave their full effort for
the tuition. They work hard to
improve the children’s talent and
knowledge.
Puducherry Tourism Department
and Ille-et-vilane team site visit:

Sound Troupe:

Our young team was practicing for
the upcoming program for the
traditional Dance and Music every
Saturday and also they spend some
time teaching to the new generation
and to form a music troupe. And also
they participate different programs
out side and inside Auroville. Several
of our youth was participating in the
Auroville theatre group for the
theatre performance’s background
music. This new batch of youth are
getting their first experience with
them and
feel very happy to
participate in this kind of theatre
show.

On 04th December the Puducherry
Department of Tourism, and Ille-etvilane team came to visit Mohanam
Village Heritage Centre. They came
to see the progress we’ve made so
far in the construction of buildings for
our new campus, which has been
partially funded by the Government
of Puducherry. And We discussed
about progress of building and
activity and also we requested the
next phase and we planned to
inaugurate the our centre on middle
of February. And they agreed to join
in the inauguration.

Community Kindergarten

Brought a school Bus,
The Mohanam Team is deeply grateful to Julie and the Light Omega
Community in Amherst MA USA, Raman from Singapore. Your support helped
us to buy a bus for our school. We were using an outside van for our school but
it’ was more expensive. And also it was not big enough to pickup the children in
the small van, Thanks to your support we brought a bus for our school. We
wish you and all those who have supported Mohanam: health, happiness, and
peace - and we hope to see you again soon.
Saraswathy Pooja Celebration:

Flying kites and learning skills:

Saraswathy Pooja is one of the
festivals celebrated by Hindus:
Saraswathy Pooja means music and
learning. Saraswathy is the goddess
of knowledge, language, music and
all arts are celebrated this day. This
year we celebrated Saraswathy
Pooja in our kindergarten on October
17th, with an idol of goddess
Saraswathy. Children put their books
and
notebooks in front of
Saraswathy’s statue for blessings .
All children prayed and sang
goddess Saraswathy’s slogans for
wisdom and knowledge.
To all
children, small snacks were offered
for the pooja.

We had a week of flying kites and
blowing balloons projects. Children’s
really love flying kites and having fun
and enjoy outside on the ground.
They like the challenge of getting the
kites in the air and trying to fly high in
the sky. Children designed and
decorated the kites beautifully with
the help of their parents. This way of
flying kites will help to their kinetics
awareness and gross motor skills
Christmas Celebration:

Helping Hands:
We would like to share with you all
that every year we sponsor for their
education, some children who really
cannot continue their studies for
financial support.

This year we had a child name
THANUSKA, female girl whose
mother and father passed away
when she was one and half year
old. Now she is two years old, her
mother passed away for cancer and
her father died due to electric shock;
she is being taken care by her aunty
in a remote village. So we are
sponsoring her in the way of financial
support for education. She has been
in our kindergarten for the past three
months. She is an active baby and a
good talent.

We celebrate every year Christmas
with the children to have some
happy time together and to learn.
This year we celebrated with their
parents to make the family meeting
with joy. Our little children brought
gifts from their home, so they shared
all gifts to each other. The Children
were wearing colourful dresses and
crowns in their head, looking like
Princes and Princesses.

The Kindergarten was decorated
with papers, colourful stars, lights
and a big Christmas tree. Many
games were organized for them to
play together with their parents. The
day had awesome and wonderful
moments, hence it went by with
brightness for all children like shining
stars.
Learning
Activities:

through

Physical

Children are learning language in a
smart way like jumping in the circle
by telling the words, in this way of
activity, they learn
easily
and
develop their physical skills as much
as they can. It was an excitement
game for them to learn the letters
and they had lots of fun.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO DONATE
The contribution of Auroville, the parents and the participants it is not enough to
cover all the costs of our program. Without the financial support of our sponsors we
would not be able to offer this rich variety of programs.
HERE’S HOW
The easiest and simplest way to transfer money is by “SWIFT” (electronic transfer) from
anywhere. Go to your bank and give them the following information, with your donation.
SWIFT CODE: SBININBB474
Account with State Bank of India, Auroville
International Township Branch, Kuilapalayam,
Auroville – 605 101 –India
Branch code:03160
Name of the Account Holder: Auroville Unity Fund
Account No: 10237876508
Purpose: Mohanam Cultural Centre
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