HAPPY NEW YEAR
May all your dreams and wishes come true, and may prosperity touch your feet.
Wishing you a Happy New Year. May each day of the New year bring you luck, joy,
happiness and prosperity. Wishing you and your family a Happy New Year.!
... An outer ac vity, as well as an inner change, is needed and it must be at once a
spiritual, cultural, educa onal, social and economical ac on" - Sri Aurobindo

A rela onship that is not only cordial but friendly with the inhabitants of the
neighboring village is absolutely indispensable. For the realiza on of Auroville the
ﬁrst step is to establish a true human fraternity — any shortcoming in this regard is a
grave mistake which can compromise the whole work. My blessings are with all
sincere eﬀort towards harmony.
The school should be an opportunity for progress for the teacher as well as for the
student. Each one should have the freedom to develop freely.
- The Mother
______________________________________________________________________
Mohanam was opened in 2001, The name Mohanam comes from one of the
most harmonious ragas of Classical Indian Music, a raga being a musical
melody aimed at creating a certain mood and state of mind. The Mohanam
raga evokes the power of fulfillment of our aspiration for beauty and harmony.
The Mission
To act as a bridge between Auroville and its surrounding villages and to keep
alive the local rural Tamil cultural heritage.
Mohanam wants to be a youthful, vibrant community centre that helps to
revitalize the rich village traditions of Tamil Nadu. We believe that in the rush
towards modernization it is important to recognize and appreciate our past and
its potential to function as a foundation for building a brighter future for all, one
where the divine force within each one of us may unfold.

Diwali Performance in Auroville:

There is a yearly event in Auroville
during Diwali Celebration which is
organized by the AuroSangamam
Team.
Likewise, this year, our
Mohanam Sound Troupe Youth and
Arts class students jointly performed
in Bharat Nivas on a concept of live
singing and drumming along with a
dance performance.
It was
welcomed by the audience and
appreciated for its new concept.
Archaeology Education Tour for
Youth Space Team:

Mohanam Youth Space Team and
staff went for a one-day Archaeology
Education Tour around Auroville Bioregion on the 2nd of November'19. It
was guided by Archaeologist Mr.
Gobi, to explain about the history of
the temples and villages. The place
is 20 km. from Auroville. The temples
are under the protection of the
Archaeology Department. Our team
learned
and
appreciated
the
architecture and Kudivarai temples
of the kingdoms of Samanas,
Pallavas, Cholas, etc.
Bio-region Map Education to Bioregion Schools:

Today’s children are losing the
culture and values of their villages.
So
the
Mohanam
team
is
researching
the
villages
and
teaching in the school around
Auroville Bio-region for the coming
generation by way of telling the
stories and history surrounding their
villages.

Karthigai
Deepam
Celebration:

Festival

We had community gathering a day
before the actual festival on the 9th
of December'19. The celebration
was started with a presentation
about Karthigai Deepam by Mr.
Anandou – ‘why it is celebrated and
the reasons behind the celebration’.
After that, the lamps were lighted
followed
by
Sokkabanai
and
Karthisuthudal. It was a great
experience for the guests and they
learned the Tamil Karthigai Deepam
festival at Mohanam. And finally, the
guests enjoyed a dinner tasting the
Tamil traditional recipes.

After the dinner, the guests were
taken for a walk around the villages
to see the lighting exhibitions with
village youths alongside.
Clown-show for the Bio-region
Children:

Clowns from overseas, especially
from Europe visited Auroville and
performed magic and comedy show
for children in all the Auroville
Schools and also some selected outreach schools. They performed in
Mohanam on the 15th of December
2019 in front of 54 children from
various villages around Auroville.
The children were very happy and
overwhelmed to see the skills and
talents
from
the
distant
world. Mohanam teachers’ and
Children's
appreciation
and
encouragement were well taken by
the artist.
Auroville Bio-region Children's Art
and Craft House:

Art and Craft workshop:

A workshop is a great way for
someone to learn about a particular
subject, learn new projects, and its
methods, in order to better our young
generation.
So we decided to
conduct a workshop. More than a
hundred Art class children from
different village schools gathered in
the Mohanam campus with our art
class teachers to participate in the
‘half-day art and craft workshop’ on
the 24th of November'19.

Mohanam
arts
class
children
fabricate arts and crafts material as a
weekend activity. Children's crafts
and paintings are exhibited in our
Auroville Bio-region Children’s
Arts & Crafts House in Mohanam
Campus.
On December 21st, Auroville Youth
Center organized the Christmas fair
when Mohanam Children exhibited
their craft-works which was widely
appreciated.
It was a great
encouragement for the children. The
youths staged a half an hour
drumming performance in the
Christmas fair.
The gathering
danced to the tune of drumming.
December to Remember One Day
Camp:

The village students really enjoyed
this craft workshop and they would
be recommending it to their friends
to attend our next workshops. The
venue was nice and suitable for the
purpose. Mr. Krishna who is a
famous paper sculptor, have taught
how to make paper sculptor from the
waste paper and to bring it out in the
form of art. He gave a good
awareness program about waste
management to the students.
Dance teacher, Ms.Nallini taught
dance for other art class students
and, simultaneously, drawing teacher
Mr.Bala taught clay modeling.
Students enjoyed making handmade
greeting cards for any occasion.
Some students fell in love with
drawing-watercolor greeting cards.
All had refreshments at the end of
the workshop.

Every year Mohanam organizes a
one day camp to the youth and
children, for reflecting on the past
year and for dreaming about the
future. This year 48 children
participated in this camp from
Auroville and bioregion villages on
the 28th of December 2019. We all
gathered, welcomed the children and
set the intention for the day, gave a
short and sweet brief for activities to
follow and then we did dance
routines inspired by the victories of
the year 2019. Then we shared the
village
history
map
for
the
children. And we divided into five
groups, each group made a dream
catcher. After that, children were
invited to draw and write their vision,
hope, and goals for 2020 on paper
and put it in the dream box and take
it home. Finally, the children gave fire
to their past year bad things in the
fire ceremony. The children seemed
to enjoy a lot the day and they
expressed
their
dreams
and
creativity. The Mohanam youth
space team and teacher-guided and
facilitated the camp.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO DONATE

The contribution of Auroville, the parents and the participants is not enough to cover
all the costs of our program. Without the financial support of our sponsors, we would
not be able to offer this rich variety of programs.

HERE’S HOW
The easiest and simplest way to transfer money is by
“SWIFT” (electronic transfer) from anywhere. Go to your
bank and give them the following information, with your
donation.
SWIFT CODE: SBININBB474
Account with State Bank of India, Auroville
International Township Branch, Kuilapalayam,
Auroville – 605 101 –India
Branch code:03160
Name of the Account Holder: Auroville Unity Fund
Account No: 10237876508
Purpose: Mohanam Cultural Centre
Volunteer Needed

Take a local journey that will feed your senses and satisfy your desire to learn more
about our Tamil culture.
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